‘,“_;‘, HISTORY historyofodisha.in

—+ OF ODISHA =~

CULTURE OF ODISHA

Order in Devotion: Odisha Govt
Introduces ‘Dhadi Darshan’ to
Streamline Pilgrim Experience at
Jagannath Temple

By Brajabandhu Mahanta - April 9, 2025 * 3 min read

By Brajabandhu Mahanta | Tag: Dhadi Darshan

In a heartfelt and forward-looking move to elevate the experience of lakhs of devotees, the
Odisha Government is set to introduce a queue management system—‘Dhadi
Darshan’—at the sacred Shree Jagannath Temple in Puri. The initiative, expected to
roll out by the end of this month, reflects a powerful step toward preserving sanctity

while enhancing discipline and safety at one of the world’s most revered religious sites.

Page 1 of 5



Table of Contents

01

02

03

04

05

A Devotee-Centric Reform at the Heart of Srimandir

Why Dhadi Darshan Matters: Discipline Meets Devotion

New Shree Jagannath Temple Managing Committee on the Horizon
A Vision Rooted in Tradition, Guided by Good Governance

Conclusion: Odisha’s Temples Enter a New Dawn

Page 2 of 5



A Devotee-Centric Reform at the Heart of Srimandir

Odisha Law Minister Prithviraj Harichandan, during his recent visit to the Tara Tarini
temple in Berhampur, announced this progressive measure as part of a broader effort to
reform temple administration across the state—with special attention to the iconic

Jagannath Temple of Puri.

The ‘Dhadi Darshan’ system aims to replace the current free-flow format with an organized
queue-based approach, ensuring streamlined movement, better crowd control, and
a more serene spiritual experience. For devotees, this means more time to focus on

their devotion and less time navigating chaotic crowds.

Why Dhadi Darshan Matters: Discipline Meets Devotion

For a temple that receives lakhs of visitors daily, managing the inflow of pilgrims is no
small feat. Festivals like Rath Yatra, Snana Purnima, and Nabakalebara draw global

attention and immense footfall. A well-managed queue system will:

Ensure safety of devotees during rush hours and festivals.

Respect sacred rituals by minimizing disruptions.

Improve the overall experience of darshan without compromising spiritual ambiance.

Set a benchmark for modern, yet culturally respectful, temple management

across India.

New Shree Jagannath Temple Managing Committee on the Horizon

Complementing this development is the much-anticipated formation of the Shree
Jagannath Temple Managing Committee, which the Law Minister confirmed will be

constituted within a week.

This committee will be instrumental in:
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Driving administrative reforms.

Ensuring transparency and accountability in temple operations.

Improving coordination among Sevayats and temple staff.

Introducing additional reforms to elevate the spiritual experience for devotees.

One of the first decisions on the committee’s table is the relocation of temple hundis
(donation boxes)—a move aimed at enhancing security and better fund management.
However, this will be done only after receiving formal approval from both the

Committee and the State Government.

A Vision Rooted in Tradition, Guided by Good Governance

What makes this initiative even more commendable is that it reflects a balanced approach
—where devotion, tradition, and governance walk hand in hand. The Odisha
Government under the leadership of CM Mohan Charan Majhi appears deeply committed to
strengthening Odisha’s spiritual infrastructure while remaining sensitive to the

sentiments of devotees and Sevayat communities.

Law Minister Harichandan’s message was clear: the pilgrim’s journey must be safe,

sacred, and serene.

Conclusion: Odisha’s Temples Enter a New Dawn

The introduction of Dhadi Darshan at Shree Jagannath Temple is more than just a
reform—it’s a reflection of Odisha’s evolving spiritual governance, where devotee

experience is prioritized without compromising on age-old traditions.

As Odisha charts a new course in temple management, the Lord of the
Universe—Mahaprabhu Jagannath—remains at the center of every reform, guiding

the state with divine grace and timeless wisdom.
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